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Bytemark	  buys	  Derby	  web	  hosting	  company	  Swordfish	  
Hosting	  
 
York-based Bytemark Hosting, one of the Top 50 Fastest Growing Tech 
Companies in the North, makes Derby hosting company Swordfish 
Hosting its first acquisition. 
 
The deal which was completed this week includes Swordfish’s data centre 
assets and its entire customer base. 
 
Matthew Bloch, co-founder and managing director of Bytemark said: 
 

“We’re delighted to welcome Swordfish’s customers to Bytemark. This 
acquisition is an important part of our plans for growth, building on the 
success of our own data centre in York.” 

 
Swordfish Hosting was founded in 2007 by Stuart Harper and Richard 
Marriott. It offers managed dedicated and cloud hosting from its Tier 3 Derby 
data centre location. 
 
Stuart Harper, co-founder of Swordfish Hosting said: 
 

“We’ve spent over seven years building a successful hosting company 
that cares about the service to our customers. To maintain that level of 
service and grow, we needed to find another technically-led company 
to move things forward. In Bytemark, we’ve found a company - and a 
team - who can do just that.” 

 
Customers of Swordfish will benefit from Bytemark’s 24/7 support, two data 
centres in York and Manchester and 10Gbps national network. 
 
Peter Taphouse, co-founder and technical director of Bytemark said:  
 

“We have been looking for another technically-led hosting company to 
work with for some time and Swordfish provided us with the right 
opportunity. The fact that it already has a strong technical reputation 
meant that it was a natural fit for Bytemark’s existing customer base.” 

 
Bytemark already manages two data centre locations, including a £1.2 million 
facility in York and a backup site in Manchester. Customers include brands 
such as Carling.com, Asda and the Royal Institution. 
 
ENDS 
 



Notes to Editors  
 

1. Bytemark Hosting was started in 2002 by co-founders Matthew Bloch 
and Peter Taphouse. This team of a programmer and network engineer 
had a simple mission: to deliver high-quality, bespoke server hosting in 
a market dominated by overpriced dinosaurs. Today, Bytemark hosts 
thousands of domains including brands such as Carling.com, 
data.gov.uk and the Royal Institution and operates a 10Gbps national 
network. 
 
Bytemark operates with a team of 23 from their headquarters and data 
centre in York and data centre in Manchester. 
 

2. Download PNG web-ready Bytemark logo 
 
Other logos including alternative sizes and print-ready logos can be 
found here: http://www.bytemark.co.uk/company/spread_the_word 
 

3. Download image of Matthew Bloch (left) and Peter Taphouse (right). 
Image may only be used with the following byline: © Pip Rustage. 

 
4. Bytemark Hosting was named one of the Top 50 Fastest Growing Tech 

Companies in the North at the GP Bullhound Northern Tech Awards 
2014.  
 

5. Bytemark’s York data centre was named a finalist in the 
DatacenterDynamics EMEA Awards for Innovation in Medium-sized 
Datacentre in December 2013 
 

6. For more information, contact Rajesh Joshi, Head of External 
Communications: promotion@support.bytemark.co.uk 
Tweet: @bytemark, 01904 890 890. 


